THE MEN OF THE BLOW-PIPE

Must Use Iron Rod of Kayans

It is interesting to note in this con-
nection that the Punan tribesman, who is
one of the most expert users of the blow-
pipe, cannot make his chosen weapon un-
assisted. He has no knowledge of work-
ing in metals. For the iron rod which
is so necessary for the boring of the tube
he has to go to his neighbor, the Kay an.
At the present day the Kayans are the
most skilled ironworkers on the island, and
their swords and spears are rivaled only by
those of the Kenyahs. Such iron as they
use is mostly obtained from Malay and
Chinese traders, but native ore is still
smelted at some places in the far interior.

When not in use, the darts are kept in
a quiver made of a section of bamboo
fitted with a cap. This receptacle is at-
tached to the belt by a wooden hook. As
a general rule, the darts themselves are
wrapped in a squirrel skin, while tied to
the quiver is a small gourd in which is
carried a supply of the piths used in the
propulsion of the darts.

Like so many savage people the Bor-
nean natives are steeped in superstition.
They believe in magic, in spells and
charms, and accordingly there will be a
special charm attached to the quiver of
a man's blow-pipe. This charm is often
dipped in the blood of an animal that has
been slain. The owner believes that the
virtues of his mascot are thus greatly
increased.

Death-tubes in Malaya and Peru

The fact that some of the inland tribes
of Bonieo were originally of Malayan-
stock, and also that the island was over-
run by Malays centuries ago, accounts for
the presence of the blow-pipe as a na-
tional weapon. For in the Malay States
the sumpitan has been in regular use as
long as history can record. In Perak, in
the jungly hill country, some of the abo-
riginal inhabitants, such as the Sakais, still
roam the woods with blow-pipes in hand.
The Sakai makes his blow-pipe of a single
joint of a rare species of bamboo; and he
whittles darts as fine as knitting needles
from the mid-rib of a certain palm leaf,

With these he can kill at thirty paces,
But if there is nothing extraordinary
in the fact that the blow-pipe is common
to the Malay States and Borneo, what
shall we say when we learn that it is used
by such far-distant a people as the natives
of Peru, half the earth's circumference
removed ? Here is a seeming marvel.
There can be no racial connection be-
tween the Indians of Peru and the several
tribes of inland Borneo. It is not at all
likely that any communication has been
held between the two peoples in past times,
and yet in each country the primitive sav-
age forest-dweller has found out the
secret of the blow-pipe's power to propel
a poisoned dart from its mouth.

Make Use of Nature's Poison

We can but gather from this remark-
able coincidence that the evolution of the
blow-pipe from some earlier form of the
weapon has resulted from similar condi-
tions of life both in Borneo and in Peru.

In the swampy, jungly country east of
that mighty chain of mountains, the
Ancles, whence the tributaries of the great
Amazon flow, in the region known as the
Montana, the native Peruvian lives much
the same kind of life as does his brown-
skinned brother of the Punan, Kleman-
tan, Kayan and other Bornean tribes.
He hunts and faces his enemies in a dark
forest world where no other weapon could
possibly serve his purpose so well. The
trees of his own land furnish the wood
from which the indispensable blow-pipe is
made.

The Peruvian Indian has also at hand
the poison with which to anoint his darts.
In place of the ipoh tree of Borneo1, he re-
sorts to a plant from which he can ex-
tract curari. This poisonous substance is
deadly in its effect; it quickly causes paral-
ysis and stops the heart's action. Like the
juice of the ipoh, it is, of course, poisonous
only if it finds its way into the blood
directly ' through a wound. Otherwise
game killed with it would not be fit for
eating. In both South America and Bor-
neo we thus see how the savage has turned
to Nature to provide him with his surest
weapons and means of securing his food
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